
C o n t e n t s 

Contributors i x 
Foreword x v i i 
Cult corner: acknowledgements x i x 
Publisher's acknowledgements x x i 

E d i t o r i a l i n t r o d u c t i o n : W h a t i s c u l t f i l m ? 1 
N o t e o n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f m a t e r i a l s 1 3 

S E C T I O N 1 
T h e concepts of cult 1 5 
Introduction 1 5 

1.1 Harry Allan Potamkin: T i l m c u l t s ' 2 5 

1.2 Walter Benjamin: ' T h e w o r k o f a r t i n t h e a g e o f m e c h a n i c a l 
r e p r o d u c t i o n ' 2 9 

1.3 Susan S o n t a g : ' N o t e s o n " c a m p " ' 4 1 

1.4 Andrew Ross: ' U s e s o f c a m p ' 5 3 

1.5 Umberto Eco: 'Casablanca: C u l t m o v i e s a n d i n t e r t e x t u a l c o l l a g e ' 6 7 

1.6 Barry K . Grant: ' S c i e n c e fiction d o u b l e f e a t u r e : I d e o l o g y i n t h e c u l t film' 7 6 

1.7 Anne Jerslev: ' S e m i o t i c s b y i n s t i n c t : " C u l t film" a s a s i g n i f y i n g p r a c t i c e 
b e t w e e n film a n d a u d i e n c e ' 8 8 

1.8 Jeffrey Sconce: ' " T r a s h i n g " t h e a c a d e m y : T a s t e , e x c e s s a n d a n e m e r g i n g 
p o l i t i c s o f c i n e m a t i c s t y l e ' 1 0 0 

1.9 Joan Hawkins: ' S l e a z e m a n i a . E u r o - t r a s h a n d h i g h a r t : T h e p l a c e o f 
E u r o p e a n a r t films i n A m e r i c a n l o w c u l t u r e ' 1 1 9 

1.10 Matt Hills: ' M e d i a f a n d o m , n e o r e l i g i o s i t y a n d c u l t ( u r a l ) s t u d i e s ' 1 3 3 



V i T H E C U L T F I L M R E A D E R 

1.11 Mark Jancovich: ' C u l t fictions: C u l t m o v i e s , s u b c u l t u r a l c a p i t a l a n d 
t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f c u l t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n s ' 1 4 9 

S E C T I O N 2 
C u l t case studies 163 
Introduction 163 

2.1 ]eanYigo:'Un chien andalou' 173 

2.2 Joan Hawkins: ' T h e a n x i e t y o f i n f l u e n c e : G e o r g e s F r a n j u a n d t h e 
m e d i c a l h o r r o r s h o w s o f J e s s F r a n c o ' 176 

2.3 E r i c Schaefer: ' T h e o b s c e n e s e e n : S p e c t a c l e a n d t r a n s g r e s s i o n i n 

p o s t w a r b u r l e s q u e films' 186 

2.4 Parker T y l e r : ' O r s o n W e l l e s a n d t h e b i g e x p e r i m e n t a l film c u l t ' 200 

2.5 Gary Hentzi: ' L i t t l e c i n e m a o f h o r r o r s ' 208 

2.6 Welch Everman: ' W h a t i s a c u l t h o r r o r film?' 212 

2.7 Harry Benshoff: ' B l a x p l o i t a t i o n h o r r o r films: G e n e r i c r e a p p r o p r i a t i o n 
o r r e i n s c r i p t i o n ? ' 216 

2.8 Steve C h i b n a l l : ' C a r t e r i n c o n t e x t ' 226 

2.9 Noel Carroll: ' T h e f u t u r e o f a l l u s i o n : H o l l y w o o d i n t h e s e v e n t i e s ( a n d 
b e y o n d ) ' 240 

2.10 Janet Staiger: ' H i t c h c o c k i n T e x a s : I n t e r t e x t u a l i t y i n t h e f a c e o f b l o o d 
a n d g o r e ' 244 

2.11 Steven Jay Schneider: ' T h e e s s e n t i a l e v i l i n / o f Eraserhead ( o r . L y n c h 

t o t h e c o n t r a r y ) ' 250 

2.12 Lawrence O'Toole: ' T h e c u l t o f h o r r o r ' 257 

2.13 J.P. Telotte:' The Blair Witch Project: F i l m a n d t h e i n t e r n e t ' 263 

S E C T I O N S 
National a n d international cults 275 
Introduction 275 

3.1 J. Hoberman and Jonathan Rosenbaum: 'El Topo: T h r o u g h t h e 
w a s t e l a n d o f t h e c o u n t e r c u l t u r e ' 284 

3.2 Gary Needham: ' P l a y i n g w i t h g e n r e : A n i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e I t a l i a n giallo'' 29A 

3.3 Leon Hunt: ' H a n ' s I s l a n d r e v i s i t e d : Enter the Dragon a s t r a n s n a t i o n a l 
c u l t film' 301 



C O N T E N T S V i i 

3.4 Annalee Newitz: ' M a g i c a l g i r l s a n d a t o m i c b o m b s p e r m : J a p a n e s e 
a n i m a t i o n i n A m e r i c a ' 3 0 9 

3 . 5 Jinsoo A n : ' The Killer. C u l t film a n d t r a n s c u l t u r a l ( m i s ) r e a d i n g ' 3 2 0 

3.6 Harmony Wu: ' T r a d i n g i n h o r r o r , c u l t a n d m a t r i c i d e : P e t e r J a c k s o n ' s 
p h e n o m e n a l b a d t a s t e a n d N e w Z e a l a n d f a n t a s i e s o f i n t e r / n a t i o n a l 
c i n e m a t i c s u c c e s s ' 3 2 8 

3 . 7 Sheila J. Nayar: ' I n v i s i b l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n : T h e o r a l c o n t o u r s o f a 
n a t i o n a l p o p u l a r c i n e m a ' 3 3 9 

3 . 8 Nezih Erdogan: ' M u t e b o d i e s , d i s e m b o d i e d v o i c e s : N o t e s o n s o u n d 
i n T u r k i s h p o p u l a r c i n e m a ' 3 4 9 

3.9 Tom Mas: 'Ichi the Killer' 3 6 0 

S E C T I O N 4 

Cult consumption 3 6 9 

Introduction 3 6 9 

4.1 Siegfried Kracauer: ' C u l t o f d i s t r a c t i o n : O n B e r l i n ' s p i c t u r e p a l a c e s ' 3 8 1 

4.2 Pierre Bourdieu: ' I n t r o d u c t i o n t o D i s t i n c t i o n ' 3 8 6 

4.3 Bruce A. Austin: ' P o r t r a i t o f a c u l t film a u d i e n c e : The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show' 3 9 2 

4.4 Gina Marchetti: ' S u b c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s a n d t h e film a u d i e n c e : 

R e t h i n k i n g t h e film v i e w i n g c o n t e x t ' 4 0 3 

4.5 David S a n j e k : ' F a n s ' n o t e s : T h e h o r r o r film f a n z i n e ' 4 1 9 

4.6 Henry Jenkins: ' " G e t a l i f e ! " : F a n s , p o a c h e r s , n o m a d s ' 4 2 9 

4.7 John Fiske: ' T h e c u l t u r a l e c o n o m y o f f a n d o m ' 4 4 5 

4.8 Martin Barker, Jane Arthurs and Ramaswami Harindranath: 
' T h e Crash c o n t r o v e r s y : R e v i e w i n g t h e p r e s s ' 4 5 6 

4.9 I.Q. Hunter: ' B e a v e r L a s V e g a s ! A f a n - b o y ' s d e f e n c e o f Showgirls' 4 7 2 
4.10 Martin Barker, Ernest Mathijs and Xavier Mendik: ' M e n s t r u a l 

m o n s t e r s : T h e r e c e p t i o n o f t h e Ginger Snaps c u l t h o r r o r f r a n c h i s e ' 4 8 2 

Cult bibliography 4 9 5 
Index of film titles 5 2 3 
General index 5 3 3 


