Contents

List of Figures ix
Acknowledgments xi
Introduction 1
MIA MASK

1 Paul Robeson and the End of His “Movie” Career 14
CHARLES MUSSER

2 The Burden of the Beautiful Beast: Visualization and the
Black Male Body L 40
KEITH M. HARRIS

3 Reckless Eyeballing: Coonskin, Film Blackness and the
Racial Grotesque 56
MICHAEL B. GILLESPIE

4 The Measure of Men: Legacies of Poitier’s A Piece of the Action 87
IAN GREGORY STRACHAN

5 Bamboozled: In the Mirror of Abjection 109
ED GUERRERO

6 Between Documentary and the Avant-Garde: Exploring the
Visual Poetics of Ruins in Christopher Harris’s still/bere 128
TERRI FRANCIS

7 Who’s behind that Fat Suit? Momma, Madea, Rasputia
and the Politics of Cross-Dressing 11555
MIA MASK



viii

8

10

11

Contents

Disney’s Improvisation: New Orleans’ Second Line, Racial
Masquerade and the Reproduction of Whiteness in

The Princess and the Frog

SARITA McCOY GREGORY

Shadowboxing: Lee Daniels’s Nonrepresentational Cinema
ALESSANDRA RAENGO

“I’'m a Militant Queen”: Queering Blaxploitation Films
ANGELIQUE HARRIS

Street Girls with No Future? Black Women Coming of Age
in the City .
PAULA ]. MASSOOD

Contributors
Index

175

200

217

232

25
255



